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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS (26 September 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. China test-fires intercontinental ballistic missile into the Pacific 
2. CBI says false records were created in Kolkata rape and murder case 
3. SC orders release of YouTuber Savukku Shankar after Tamil Nadu govt. revokes 

detention 
4. Stop making ‘casual’ remarks in court that reveal communal or gender biases: SC 
5. Government mulls over sending Jaishankar for SCO meet in Pakistan 
6. ‘Input on infiltration by 900 Kuki militants could not be substantiated on the ground’ 
7. People of Srinagar remain reluctant voters as district records 29.81% turnout 
8. ‘India sharing information between Russia, Ukraine’ 
9. Centre estimates record production of foodgrains in 2023-24 
10. Journal ‘retracts’ controversial paper published by BHU on Covaxin safety (GS 

Paper-III: Intellectual Property Rights) 
11. Leaders at UN urge world’s wealthiest to do more on climate (GS Paper-III: 

Environment) 
12. The misplaced move of ‘one nation one election’ (GS Paper-II: Election) 
13. China’s warning shots with minerals that run the world (GS Paper-III: Internal 

Security) 
14. Taking stock of global nuclear disarmament (GS Paper-II: IR) 
15. How global warming affects forecasting (GS Paper-III: Env) 
16. Roots of a conflict: an ‘endless war’ on the edge of Europe’s frontier (GS Paper-

II) 
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China test-fires intercontinental ballistic missile into the Pacific 
(26 September) 

• China test-launched an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) into the Pacific Ocean, marking its first such exercise in 
decades. 

• The launch caused concerns from neighboring countries, particularly Japan, which reported it received no advance 
notice and expressed serious concern about China's military buildup. 

• The Pentagon indicated that China's nuclear development has accelerated, with estimates of over 500 operational 
nuclear warheads as of May 2023, potentially exceeding 1,000 by 2030. 

• The Chinese military's Rocket Force stated that the missile test occurred at 08:44 on September 25, carrying a dummy 
warhead and landing in designated sea areas. 

• Experts described the test as "extremely unusual," noting it reflects China's ongoing nuclear modernization efforts and 
new testing requirements. 

• China's Defence Ministry characterized the launch as a routine part of its annual training, claiming it adhered to 
international law and was not aimed at any specific country. 

• Australia sought an explanation for the launch, highlighting concerns about destabilizing actions that could increase 
regional risks. 

• New Zealand also expressed concern over the missile launch and pledged to consult with Pacific allies. 
• China previously conducted ICBM tests in the 1980s but has mostly kept such tests within its own airspace since then. 
• The U.S. has expressed concern over China's hypersonic missile testing and held talks on nuclear arms control in 2021. 
• Under President Xi Jinping, China has undertaken significant military modernization, upgrading its nuclear capabilities 

for both deterrence and counter-attack. 
• The Rocket Force, which manages China's nuclear arsenal, is also facing an anti-corruption campaign, with 

investigations into high-ranking officials. 
• The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute ranks China as having the world's third-largest nuclear stockpile, 

behind Russia and the U.S. 
• China announced a 7.2% increase in its defense budget this year, the second-largest in the world, amidst tensions with 

the U.S. and regional partners. 
• Senior military officials from China and the U.S. have engaged in talks to prevent escalating tensions from leading to 

conflict. 

 



PATRIOTIC IAS: PAIDLEYGANJ ROAD, GORAKHPUR        CONTACT US: 9971932488 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CBI says false records were created in Kolkata rape and murder 
case (26 September) 

Allegations of tampering with evidence and delay in lodging FIR have been raised by family of the 
victim; agency seeks judicial remand of ex-principal of R.G. Kar Hospital till September 30 

• The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) stated that false records were created at the Tala police station regarding the 
rape and murder of a trainee doctor at R.G. Kar Medical College in Kolkata. 

• The CBI made these claims in a remand sheet submitted to the court, seeking judicial custody of former police station 
chief Abhijit Mondal and Sandip Ghosh, the former principal of the medical college. 

• During interrogations, new information emerged indicating that some records related to the case were altered or 
fabricated at the police station. 

• The victim's family had raised allegations of evidence tampering and delays in filing the FIR (First Information Report). 
• Mondal and Ghosh were arrested on September 15 and have been in custody since then. 
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• The CBI requested the court to extend their judicial custody until September 30, mentioning the need to analyze call 
data records (CDR) that show communication between the accused, which is currently being verified. 

• The West Bengal BJP organized a protest near Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's residence, expressing outrage over the 
rape and murder case. 

• Opposition leader Suvendu Adhikari mentioned that the Supreme Court Chief Justice was surprised by the CBI's report 
and suggested that evidence tampering would be revealed publicly. 

• A controversy arose involving Trinamool Congress MLA Narayan Goswami, who suggested that the Durga Puja festival 
should be celebrated with more grandeur. 

• Some people believe that the festival should be subdued this year due to the recent tragic incident involving the young 
doctor. 

 

SC orders release of YouTuber Savukku Shankar after Tamil Nadu 
govt. revokes detention (26 September) 

• The Supreme Court ordered the release of YouTuber Savukku Shankar after the Tamil Nadu government informed that 
his detention under the Goondas Act was revoked. 

• The order to release him was issued on September 25, 2024, based on the Advisory Board's opinion. 
• Justice J.B. Pardiwala and Justice Manoj Misra stated that Shankar should be released immediately unless he is needed 

in another case. 
• Shankar's mother, A. Kamala, filed the petition for his release, with advocate Balaji Srinivasan representing her. 
• Shankar was released from Madurai Central Prison on Wednesday evening. 
• He had previously challenged 15 FIRs against him for comments made during an online interview that were deemed 

derogatory to women police officers. 
• The Supreme Court had previously questioned the Tamil Nadu government about issuing a new preventive detention 

order right after Shankar was released from an earlier detention. 
• Balaji Srinivasan pointed out that 51% of preventive detention orders in India come from Tamil Nadu, indicating misuse 

of the Goondas Act. 
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• Shankar's lawyers argued that the state was harassing him through repeated detention orders for exercising his right to 
free speech. 

• They claimed that the FIRs were used to move Shankar around different districts, effectively persecuting him rather 
than prosecuting him. 

 

Stop making ‘casual’ remarks in court that reveal communal or 
gender biases: SC (26 September) 

• The Supreme Court stated that a Karnataka High Court judge's remark calling a Muslim-majority area in Bengaluru 
'Pakistan' was "fundamentally wrong" under the Constitution. 

• The statement was made by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud during a hearing about the judge's comments, which were 
broadcasted live. 

• The court was also addressing sexist remarks made by Justice V. Srishananda towards a woman lawyer during judicial 
proceedings. 

• Chief Justice Chandrachud emphasized that no part of India should be referred to as 'Pakistan' and that judges should 
adhere to constitutional values. 

• The court warned against making comments that reveal communal bias or misogyny, stating that such casual 
observations reflect individual bias. 

• The proceedings against Justice Srishananda were closed after he issued a "contrite apology" in open court on 
September 21, the day after the Supreme Court became aware of the video clips. 
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Government mulls over sending Jaishankar for SCO meet in 
Pakistan (26 September) 

• The Indian government is considering sending External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Pakistan for the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Heads of Government meeting on October 15-16. 

• Former High Commissioners emphasized the importance of India's participation in the SCO, regardless of the current 
state of bilateral relations with Pakistan. 

• It is expected that the government will confirm who will attend the meeting after Mr. Jaishankar returns from the U.S. 
next week. 

• Neither country typically sends its Prime Minister to the Heads of Government event; instead, they send a Minister or 
Vice-President. 

• There is a possibility that Mr. Jaishankar could attend the summit either virtually or in person, marking the first visit by 
an Indian minister to Pakistan in nearly a decade. 

• The External Affairs Ministry has started the process of accrediting Indian journalists for the event, suggesting a high-
level presence may be planned. 
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• Ajay Bisaria, India's last High Commissioner to Pakistan, noted that India attending the SCO would reciprocate 
Pakistan's earlier participation in a meeting in Goa. 

• Other former diplomats agreed that India should attend the meeting but clarified that there shouldn't be any bilateral 
talks between Mr. Jaishankar and Pakistan's Finance Minister Ishaq Dhar during the event. 

• T.C.A. Raghavan, another former High Commissioner, stressed that India should not let bilateral issues with Pakistan 
affect its participation in the SCO, which holds significant value for India. 

• Gautam Bambawale, a former High Commissioner, added that the government must clarify that the visit is solely for 
the SCO meeting and not for bilateral discussions. 

 

‘Input on infiltration by 900 Kuki militants could not be 
substantiated on the ground’ (26 September) 

• Manipur Security Adviser Kuldiep Singh and DGP Rajiv Singh issued a joint statement regarding concerns about the 
infiltration of 900 trained Kuki militants from Myanmar. 

• The statement clarified that the claims about these militants planning attacks on the Meitei community on September 
28 could not be verified on the ground. 

• Authorities emphasized that there is currently no basis to believe in the reports of infiltration. 
• Security forces are on high alert to protect citizens and their properties, and all communities are assured of their safety. 
• Citizens were advised not to believe in rumors or unverified information. 
• The initial reports about the militant infiltration were shared by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh's office on September 16. 
• A subsequent note from the Chief Minister's office indicated that the likelihood of an attack was "remote" based on 

gathered intelligence. 
• The internal note from September 16 mentioned that over 900 Kuki militants trained in various combat techniques had 

reportedly entered Manipur, divided into units of 30. 
• The Kuki-Zo people in Manipur are ethnically linked to the Chin tribe in Myanmar. 
• India shares a 1,643 km border with Myanmar, including sections in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and 

Mizoram. 
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People of Srinagar remain reluctant voters as district records 
29.81% turnout (26 September) 

• Manipur Security Adviser Kuldiep Singh and DGP Rajiv Singh issued a joint statement regarding concerns about the 
infiltration of 900 trained Kuki militants from Myanmar. 

• The statement clarified that the claims about these militants planning attacks on the Meitei community on September 
28 could not be verified on the ground. 

• Authorities emphasized that there is currently no basis to believe in the reports of infiltration. 
• Security forces are on high alert to protect citizens and their properties, and all communities are assured of their safety. 
• Citizens were advised not to believe in rumors or unverified information. 
• The initial reports about the militant infiltration were shared by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh's office on September 16. 
• A subsequent note from the Chief Minister's office indicated that the likelihood of an attack was "remote" based on 

gathered intelligence. 
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• The internal note from September 16 mentioned that over 900 Kuki militants trained in various combat techniques had 
reportedly entered Manipur, divided into units of 30. 

• The Kuki-Zo people in Manipur are ethnically linked to the Chin tribe in Myanmar. 
• India shares a 1,643 km border with Myanmar, including sections in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and 

Mizoram. 

 

‘India sharing information between Russia, Ukraine’ (26 

September) 

External Affairs Minister says govt. is speaking to both sides, hoping to usher in peace; in reference to 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, he says India is not trying to control political dynamics of its neighbours  

• External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar stated that the Russia-Ukraine war will not be resolved through military means. 
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• The Indian government is in dialogue with both Russia and Ukraine to help facilitate negotiations for peace. 
• Jaishankar emphasized that India does not have a formal peace plan but is exploring ways to contribute to the 

resolution of the conflict. 
• He mentioned that conversations between the two parties are being shared to foster understanding and appreciation 

from both sides. 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently spoke with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during the UN General 

Assembly, following earlier discussions with Russian President Vladimir Putin and U.S. President Joe Biden. 
• National Security Adviser Ajit Doval also met Putin during a BRICS meeting in St. Petersburg. 
• Regarding India's relations with neighboring countries, Jaishankar clarified that India is not providing financial aid with 

political conditions attached. 
• He highlighted that the $4.5 billion assistance to Sri Lanka during its economic crisis in 2022 was given without any 

political strings attached. 
• Jaishankar stressed that India's assistance aims to support its neighbors rather than to influence their internal politics. 
• In response to concerns about attacks on minorities in Bangladesh, he noted that India benefits from joint projects with 

the country and that India does not aim to control the political dynamics of its neighbors. 
 

 

 

 

Centre estimates record 
production of foodgrains in 2023-
24 (26 September) 

• The Union Agriculture Ministry estimates a record foodgrain 
production of 3,322.98 lakh tonnes (LT) for the financial year 2023-
24, an increase of 26.11 LT from the previous year. 
• This increase is primarily due to higher production of rice, 
wheat, and millets. 
• Total rice production is estimated at 1,378.25 LT, up by 20.7 LT 
from last year's 1,357.55 LT. 
• Wheat production is estimated at 1,132.92 LT, an increase of 
27.38 LT from the previous year's 1,105.54 LT. 
• Millet production is expected to be 175.72 LT, slightly higher 
than 173.21 LT in the last fiscal year. 
• However, the production of pulses is projected to drop to 
242.46 LT from 260.58 LT last year. 
• Oilseed production is also expected to decline to 396.69 LT 
from 413.55 LT in 2022-23, although rapeseed and mustard 
production may see a slight increase. 
• Sugarcane production is set to decrease to 4,531.58 LT from 
4,905.33 LT, while cotton output is expected to fall to 325.22 lakh 
bales from 336.6 lakh bales. 
• Drought-like conditions affected southern states and 
Maharashtra, along with prolonged dry spells in Rajasthan, 
impacting moisture levels. 
• These drought conditions negatively affected the production of 
pulses, coarse cereals, soybeans, and cotton. 
• Tur production is estimated at 34.17 LT, gram at 110.39 LT, 
groundnut at 101.80 LT, and soybean at 130.62 LT. 
• The rapeseed and mustard production is expected to reach a 
record 132.59 LT according to the government. 
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Journal ‘retracts’ controversial paper published by BHU on 
Covaxin safety (26 September) 

• The journal Drug Safety has retracted a paper from Banaras Hindu University that studied the safety of the COVID-19 
vaccine, Covaxin. 

• The study was conducted from January 2022 to August 2023, where vaccine recipients were interviewed about long-
term adverse events one year after vaccination. 

• The retraction notice stated that the editor lost confidence in the study's conclusions due to concerns about how the 
adverse events were reported, which could lead to misinterpretations regarding the vaccine. 

• The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) criticized the study on May 18, calling it poorly designed and requesting 
its retraction, stating that it made unsupported conclusions about vaccine safety. 

• Despite the ICMR's request, the paper remained published until the recent retraction. 
• Bharat Biotech, the vaccine's manufacturer, filed a defamation case against the authors and the journal's editor, 

seeking to remove the "defamatory research study" and asking for ₹5 crore in damages. 
• The original paper was removed from the journal's website, and now only a retraction notice is available, leading to 

concerns that the removal was influenced by the defamation case rather than scientific reasons. 
• Amar Jesani, editor of the Indian Journal of Medical Ethics, noted that the situation suggests the retraction was not due 

to scientific issues but to external pressures. 
• Over 600 scientists and researchers expressed concern in an open letter, stating that the defamation lawsuit could 

create a "chilling effect" on future research. 
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Leaders at UN urge world’s wealthiest to do more on climate (26 

September) 
• Developing nations at the U.N. General Assembly on September 23 asked wealthy countries to help them address 

challenges from climate change. 
• Leaders from small island nations, vulnerable to rising sea levels, criticized major fossil fuel-emitting countries for not 

taking meaningful action. 
• Cedric Schuster, the Samoan Minister, highlighted the need for unity and stronger efforts to protect affected 

populations. 
• Schuster emphasized that the Group of 20 (G20) countries, responsible for over 80% of global greenhouse gas 

emissions, must take the lead in reducing emissions and providing climate finance. 
• Malawi's climate minister, Yusuf Mkunga, echoed the call for industrialized nations to take the initiative. 
• The discussions reflect a growing divide between those causing climate change and those experiencing its severe 

impacts, highlighting climate change as a global justice issue. 
• Leaders participated in a U.N. ‘Summit for the Future’ and various climate-related events in New York City. 
• Scientists warned that humanity has harmed six of the planet’s natural systems, with ocean chemistry now also 

threatened due to increased acidity from carbon dioxide absorption. 
• Bahamas Prime Minister Phillip Davis urged wealthy nations to stay focused on climate issues, noting that their actions 

often do not align with their commitments. 
• Business leaders from companies like Amazon and energy producers urged world leaders to fulfill promises made at 

the previous COP28 summit to significantly increase renewable energy capacity by 2030. 
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The misplaced move of ‘one nation one election’ (26 September) 

• The idea of simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and local bodies was proposed by the Prime 
Minister to reduce the frequency of elections and campaign efforts. 

• A high-level committee was formed to explore this idea, chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind, and included 
prominent members like Home Minister Amit Shah and others. 

• The committee submitted a lengthy report (18,626 pages) to the President in March, and its recommendations were 
made public before the 2024 general election. 

• The concept of 'simultaneous elections' was part of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party’s manifesto for the election. 
• If the BJP had secured a majority in the election, they could have claimed voter endorsement for the idea, but without a 

majority, it’s unclear if voters support it. 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the recommendations, moving the concept of 'one nation one election' closer to 

implementation. 
• In the first phase, Lok Sabha and Assembly elections would occur simultaneously, followed by local body elections 

within 100 days of the general elections. 
• Implementing simultaneous elections requires amending various Articles of the Constitution, particularly changing the 

fixed tenure of State Assemblies. 
• The amendment Bill will be introduced in the 18th Lok Sabha, and its consideration will require a general debate and a 

vote by the House. 
• A special majority is needed for the Bill to pass, which is a majority of the total House membership and at least two-

thirds of those present and voting. 
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• The ruling National Democratic Alliance currently has about 292 members, while 362 votes are needed for the special 
majority. 

• The Opposition parties oppose the 'one nation one election' proposal, making it challenging for the government to 
secure the necessary support for the amendment Bill. 

• The outcome of the Constitution amendment Bill will likely be decided during the consideration stage, indicating that 
without Opposition support, it may not pass. 

The arguments are thin 

• The high-level committee recommends simultaneous elections for two main reasons: to save money and to avoid 
disruptions in development due to frequent elections. 

• Saving money is important, as holding all elections every five years could reduce expenses. However, this claim needs 
closer examination. 

• The Election Commission of India (ECI) conducts elections under Article 324, with Parliament allocating funds for 
elections as part of the budget. For 2023-24, ₹466 crore was allocated to the ECI, which is not considered a large 
amount compared to other expenditures. 

• State governments also incur expenses for logistical support during elections, but overall, the total expenditure is not 
huge. 

• While political parties spend significant amounts during elections, there is no evidence that the savings from fewer 
elections would be used for public infrastructure projects like roads or hospitals. 

• There were simultaneous elections from 1951-52 to 1967, but there is no evidence that this led to more infrastructure 
development. 

• The second reason for simultaneous elections is to minimize disruptions to developmental projects caused by the 
model code of conduct during elections. 

• However, there is no empirical evidence showing that frequent elections have hindered development since elections 
have been held periodically since 1967. 

• The proposal to synchronize State Assembly tenures with Lok Sabha tenures is seen as a move against federalism, as it 
undermines the autonomy of State Assemblies. 

• The Constitution grants State Assemblies a fixed tenure independent of the Lok Sabha, which is a key aspect of India’s 
federal structure. 

• The Kesavananda Bharati decision states that Parliament cannot alter the basic structure of the Constitution, which 
includes federalism. 

• If State Assembly tenures are changed, some may have shorter terms, which could disrupt their functioning. 
• Frequent elections have benefits, including increased accountability of elected representatives, as they must regularly 

reconnect with their constituents. 
• Holding elections only once every five years may lead representatives to become distant from the people and less 

responsive to their needs. 
• Frequent elections encourage political parties to remain active and engaged, while infrequent elections can lead to 

lethargy and disconnect from public aspirations. 
• Additionally, frequent elections allow governments to gauge public sentiment and make necessary adjustments or 

course corrections. 
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China’s warning shots with minerals that run the world (26 

September) 

• On August 15, China announced it would restrict the export of antimony, a critical mineral used in defense-related 
military equipment, citing "national security" reasons. 

• This export restriction took effect on September 15 and is part of a series of countermeasures that started in August 
2023. 

• China is a leader in critical minerals, controlling significant portions of the global supply chain: 60% of rare earth 
production, 60% of critical minerals production, and 80% of processing. 

• China's decisions on critical minerals have major national security implications for countries like the European Union, 
India, Japan, and the United States, which depend on these minerals. 

• China's use of critical minerals for geopolitical leverage became evident after a 2010 incident where it halted rare earth 
exports to Japan following a collision involving a Chinese trawler. 

• The recent restrictions on antimony exports reinforced Western concerns that China could use critical minerals as a 
tool for coercion. 

• In mid-2023, China imposed restrictions on critical minerals in response to U.S. export controls, indicating a retaliatory 
stance. 

• After the Netherlands limited semiconductor equipment exports under U.S. pressure, China restricted gallium and 
germanium exports, essential for solar cells and computer chips. 

• China also responded to U.S. export controls on advanced computing and semiconductors by curbing the export of 
synthetic and natural graphite, vital for electric vehicle batteries and nuclear reactors. 

• These actions show that China is willing to leverage its control over critical minerals in response to perceived threats. 
• China reminded the U.S. of its dominance as a mineral supplier and buyer, highlighting the role of its critical minerals in 

U.S. high technology and green energy sectors. 
• Additionally, China restricted exports of rare earth processing technologies, which are crucial for producing magnets 

for electric vehicles and extracting critical minerals, hindering U.S. efforts to create alternative supply chains. 

A hardening of foreign policy posture 

• Restricting access to strategic resources is a traditional statecraft strategy used to target an enemy's weaknesses, 
similar to the U.S. oil embargo against Japan in 1940. 

• China, as an aspiring great power, is expected to use its status as a mineral power strategically. 
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• Initially, China's restrictions on critical minerals aimed to intimidate other countries, but they have evolved into a key 
part of its foreign policy. 

• China has transitioned from using minerals for political intimidation to weaponizing them as part of its strategy. 
• Two main reasons for this shift are: 

o China wants to remind Western countries of their dependence on it for mineral resources, showcasing its 
control over the supply chain. 

o China believes it is justified in undermining the West’s critical mineral supply chain, which could hinder their 
high-tech sector development. 

• Critical minerals are especially important for military applications, like in the Virginia-class submarines and F-35 fighter 
jets, which require rare earth elements. 

• China's approach has shifted from cooperation to a more aggressive, coercive stance, signaling that export controls will 
likely increase as relations with the West worsen. 

• China's Natural Resource Minister, Wang Guanghua, stated that China plans to enhance its critical mineral exploration 
and reserves over the next five years, showing its determination to strengthen its position. 

• India, along with its Quad partners (Australia, Japan, and the U.S.), is vulnerable due to its heavy reliance on Chinese 
imports of critical minerals like lithium, nickel, cobalt, and copper. 

• In FY23, India spent around ₹34,000 crore on these imports, and its demand for minerals is expected to rise, increasing 
its vulnerability. 

• This situation serves as a wake-up call for India, highlighting the need for policymakers to take preventive measures, 
such as forming partnerships with like-minded countries and developing alternative supply chains. 
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Taking stock of global nuclear disarmament (26 September) 

• September 26 is recognized as the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons by the United 
Nations. 

• This year, the UN General Assembly will discuss the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), also known 
as the Ban Treaty. 

• The TPNW aims for total nuclear disarmament and is distinct from the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), which focuses on preventing the spread of nuclear weapons but does not prohibit their use. 

• The current global context is marked by divisions over various issues, including the war in Ukraine and the Israel-
Palestine conflict, making nuclear issues even more significant. 

• Countries that have not signed the TPNW, like India, will play a crucial role in the discussions, influencing the future of 
nuclear disarmament. 
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• If these countries support the TPNW, it could enhance the treaty’s goal of eliminating nuclear weapons; if they 
undermine it, nuclear weapons may become more entrenched. 

• The TPNW, effective since 2021, prohibits signatories from developing, testing, producing, or using nuclear weapons, 
unlike the NPT, which only promises to consider disarmament. 

• The TPNW emerged from a collaboration of UN agencies and NGOs aiming to highlight the harmful effects of nuclear 
weapons on health and the environment. 

• Despite its comprehensive prohibitions, the TPNW lacks participation from nuclear-armed states and their allies, who 
oppose the treaty and see themselves as 'persistent objectors.' 

• Recent global tensions, including Russia's nuclear threats and North Korea's tests, have reignited concerns about 
nuclear risks. 

• Notably, some former NATO leaders have publicly called for their countries to join the TPNW, comparing nuclear 
weapons to chemical and biological weapons in terms of legal status. 

• As of July 2024, 70 countries have officially joined the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), and 
another 27 have signed it but not yet ratified it. 

• This support from 97 states accounts for nearly 50% of all countries involved in the legal framework concerning 
weapons of mass destruction. 

• These countries’ backing could challenge existing beliefs about nuclear deterrence. 
• The assumptions surrounding nuclear deterrence have already been tested since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022. 
• Despite the close relationship between China and Russia, Chinese President Xi Jinping opposed Putin's nuclear 

threats. 
• The U.S. indicated it would respond to nuclear threats but did not commit to a nuclear response, suggesting a shift in 

how nuclear threats are countered. 
• India has not signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), viewing it as discriminatory and against its interests, yet it has 

benefited from the NPT's limits on nuclear weapons spread. 
• India has not actively undermined the NPT, maintaining a neutral stance. 
• Other nuclear-armed countries can similarly avoid joining the TPNW without directly challenging it. 
• The TPNW has some weaknesses, particularly the lack of strong enforcement, but it has the potential to undermine the 

legitimacy of nuclear weapons. 
• If the TPNW succeeds in making nuclear weapons socially unacceptable, it would enhance global safety. 
• However, significant changes regarding nuclear weapons are unlikely to happen quickly. 
• The norm against nuclear weapon use has strengthened over the years, and nuclear testing is increasingly seen as 

illegitimate due to treaties like the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 
• The TPNW could prompt meaningful discussions about the purpose and effectiveness of nuclear weapons in the 

future. 
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How global warming affects forecasting (26 September) 

Existing models cannot reproduce monsoon trends in the past half century and are considered 
unreliable for the future. Meteorologists will need to figure out if the predictability of natural modes 
such as hurricanes, El Niño, La Niña, and the Indian Ocean Dipole will decrease as the warming is 
relentless, if not accelerating 

• The record warming of 2023-2024 has highlighted the effects of global warming, leading to extreme weather events like 
heatwaves, cyclones, floods, droughts, and wildfires. 

• Estimates suggest the world may have already surpassed the 1.5°C warming threshold compared to pre-industrial 
levels. 

• The 1.5°C limit is significant for small island nations, and scientists have created models to predict the consequences 
of exceeding this threshold. 

• However, it is unclear how long temperatures need to stay above this limit for the expected impacts to occur. 
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• The extreme weather in 2023-2024 emphasizes our inability to accurately predict climate and manage disaster 
responses effectively. 

• Vulnerable populations, particularly the poor, are disproportionately affected by the loss of lives and property due to 
these extreme events. 

• Meteorologists predicted the 2023 El Niño early in the spring, but the actual warming exceeded expectations due to 
additional factors like the underwater volcano eruption and emissions from wildfires. 

• The 2023 monsoon was below average, but it did not lead to an El Niño drought, and researchers are still trying to 
understand why. 

• Predictions of a strong La Niña in late 2024 are now considered less likely, indicating uncertainty in weather patterns. 
• Forecasts anticipated an intense hurricane season, but so far, it has not been unusually severe. 
• The monsoon season in India has been erratic, with some regions experiencing drought while others face severe 

flooding and landslides. 
• 2024 is expected to be a monsoon-surplus year, yet it does not align with typical La Niña patterns. 
• The cyclone season in the North Indian Ocean has been unexpectedly weak for a La Niña year. 
• Predictions about the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) have not materialized as anticipated. 
• The focus is on learning from the unusual warming period to improve future climate predictions. 
• Niels Bohr's quote highlights the difficulty of making predictions, especially about the future, which is often reflected in 

weather and climate forecasts. 
• There's a concern that global warming may make predictions even more challenging. 
• Many studies have examined the impacts of warming on various weather phenomena, but it's unclear how they will 

respond moving forward. 
• The recent warming period hasn't lasted long enough for scientists to draw definitive conclusions about changes in 

major climate patterns. 
• Climate models can reproduce natural weather patterns based on solar energy but are not perfect; they often produce 

different results depending on their configuration. 
• Current models struggle to accurately reflect monsoon trends over the past 50 years and are unreliable for long-term 

predictions. 
• It remains uncertain whether monsoon patterns vary from decade to decade or if they represent real trends due to 

climate change. 
• Addressing these questions is essential for improving our understanding of climate processes and enhancing predictive 

capabilities. 

Predicting the future of predictions 

• There's optimism for the future of climate predictions, but hope alone isn't enough; significant work is needed. 
• Improvements in climate models are essential, even though current models can achieve impressive results despite 

some limitations. 
• It's important to determine if the predictability of natural phenomena (like hurricanes and El Niño) will decrease due to 

continuous warming. 
• Scientists are working hard to enhance models and data collection, utilizing advanced technologies like artificial 

intelligence and drones. 
• There are reasons to be hopeful for accurate early warnings at a local level. 
• Climate projections are based on models that consider emissions, population growth, and mitigation policies. 
• In the next decade or two, uncertainties in projections will stem from model uncertainties and natural variabilities. 
• Long-term projections beyond a couple of decades rely on hypothetical scenarios that guide model simulations. 
• The inability to fully understand how natural systems respond to warming will affect all climate projections. 
• A practical approach might be to focus on reliable projections only for the next decade or two. 
• Current geopolitical issues complicate predicting the future beyond a decade. 
• It's crucial to evaluate the costs and benefits of the significant resources dedicated to climate projections extending to 

the year 2100. 
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Roots of a conflict: an ‘endless war’ on the edge of Europe’s 
frontier (26 September) 
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Located at the western edge of the Eurasian steppe, Ukraine has been a gateway to Europe for many 
centuries, being a meeting place, and a battleground of empires from Roman to Ottoman, Habsburg to 
Romanov. Ukraine has a pivotal role in global and Russia’s history, say writers 

• Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, starting in February 2022, is one of the largest military conflicts since World War II. 
• The war has significantly disrupted the European security framework established since the 1975 Helsinki Accords. 
• Despite Ukraine's strong resistance, key questions remain about the causes of the aggression, Ukrainian resilience, and 

the differences between Ukrainians and Russians. 
• Historian Serhii Plokhy’s books, The Gates of Europe and The Russo-Ukrainian War, provide essential insights into the 

historical context of the conflict. 
• Plokhy traces Ukraine's history from ancient times to the collapse of the USSR and the current war, highlighting its role 

as a gateway to Europe. 
• The 1991 Ukrainian referendum for independence played a crucial role in the dissolution of the Soviet Union, with over 

90% support from Ukrainians. 
• The ongoing conflict is rooted in historical legacies, particularly the medieval state of Kyivan Rus, founded by Grand 

Prince Volodymyr. 
• Many Russians view their identity as stemming from Kyiv, which was the center of Kyivan Rus, a polity that existed from 

the 10th to the mid-13th centuries. 
• The Christianization of Kyivan Rus by Volodymyr is often cited by Putin as a foundational moment for Russian identity 

and claims over Ukrainian territory. 
• Despite Putin's focus on foreign influences in Russian history, Volodymyr was originally a Scandinavian Viking who 

introduced Christianity to unify the Slavic people. 
• The myth of Kyivan Rus, created in the mid-15th century, helped Moscow assert its legitimacy and justify conquests of 

Ukrainian and Belarusian lands. 
• Ivan III of Moscow used this myth to legitimize his power and expansion, passing an authoritarian state to his grandson, 

Ivan IV, known as "The Terrible." 
• Ivan IV expanded Muscovy's territory by conquering post-Mongol Volga khanates but faced defeat in the Livonian War 

(1558-1583) against Poland-Lithuania, Sweden, and Denmark. 
• In the 17th century, Moscow was captured by the Poles and Ukrainian Cossacks, leading to a political and religious 

separation between Muscovy and Kyiv. 
• Muscovites began to view Kyivans as corrupted by Catholic rule and Western influences, distancing themselves from 

Ukrainian Orthodox believers. 
• In 1648, Ukrainian Cossacks, led by Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky, rebelled against Polish rule and sought assistance 

from the Russian Tsar. 
• Journalist Owen Matthews notes that Khmelnytsky's oath to the Tsar established a transactional relationship that 

characterized Ukrainian-Russian relations for centuries. 
• Muscovy revived memories of Kyivan heritage to protect Ukrainian Cossacks against Polish Catholics, achieving victory 

in this conflict. 
• However, the integration of the Ukrainian Cossack state into Moscow led to further resistance, notably in 1708 when 

Hetman Ivan Mazepa allied with Sweden against Peter the Great but was defeated at Poltava in 1709. 
• Catherine II dismantled the Cossack Hetmanate, incorporating it into the Russian Empire, though 19th-century 

Ukrainian nationalists sought to revive Cossack heritage. 
• The fall of the Romanov dynasty in March 1917 led to the emergence of autonomous states within the former Russian 

Empire. 
• The Bolshevik coup in October 1917 destroyed Tsarist institutions, while Lenin and Stalin debated the structure of the 

new Soviet state, with Lenin favoring equal terms for all republics. 
• Stalin's policies resulted in the devastating Holodomor in Ukraine during 1932-1933, causing millions of deaths. 
• During the 1991 referendum, Gorbachev and Yeltsin did not foresee a Soviet Union without Ukraine, a critical part of 

Russian imperial and Soviet history. 
• Plokhy notes that restoring any form of imperial project would depend on Russia's ability to reintegrate Ukraine. 
• Matthews’ book Overreach explores Putin’s decision to reassert control over Ukraine, framed by COVID-induced 

paranoia. 
• Eyewitness accounts of Ukraine's resilience against the Russian invasion are vividly captured in Yaroslav Trofimov’s Our 

Enemies Will Vanish (2024), drawing comparisons to Michael Herr’s Dispatches about the Vietnam War. 

 

 

 

 


